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SUBJECT: MPLA PRESIDENT ISSUES BELLIGERENT STATEMENT; POWER 
OUTAGE IN LUANDA 

1. AGOSTINHO ISSUED A STATEMENT THE NIGHT OP JULY 15 IN WHICH 
HE SAID THAT ALL ELEMENTS IN THE MPLA INCLUDING THE MILITARY 
COMMAND AND THE POLITICAL BUREAU WERE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE CURRENT 
OPFENSIVE TO EXPEL PNLA PROM LUANDA. HIS REMARKS WERE CLEARLY 
DESIGNED TO ANSWER THE RUMORS THAT AGOSTINHO IS THE PRISONER OF 

HIS MILITARY LEADERS AND THAT MODERATES IN THE PARTY OPPOSE THE 
STRATEGY. HE ALSO SAID THAT MPLA WILL CONTINUE IN ITS EFPORTS 
UNTIL PNLA REMOVES ITS EXCESS TROOPS PROM THE CITY IN LINE 
WITH THE SEVERAL AGREEMENTS SIGNED BETWEEN THE LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS AND UNTIL PNLA STOPS ITS CRIMINAL ACTIONS AGAINST THE 
INHABITANTS OP LUANDA. 
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2. THE WORD IS SPREADING THAT A LARGE PNLA PORCE IS ON ITS WAY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


SOUTH TO ENGAGE MPLA AND ATTEMPT A BREAKTHROUGH TO LUANDA. ON THE 
MORNING OF JULY 16 MPLA ASSAYED A BRIEE BOMBARDMENT OF THE FNLA 
STRONGHOLD IN THE SAN DEDRO DA BARRA FORTRESS NORTH OE THE CITY, 

BUT STOOD DOWN AFTER ABOUT A HALE HOUR. 

3. THE CITY WAS QUIET DURING THE NIGHT OE JULY 15. PORTUGUESE 
TROOPS OPENED EIRE ON LOOTERS IN SEVERAL PARTS OP THE CITY. ON 
THE MORNING OP THE SIXTEENTH PORTUGUESE ARMY UNITS COLLECTED 
SEVERAL DUMP TRUCK LOADS OP BLOATED CORPSES. THEIR PASSAGE 
THROUGH THE CITY IN CARAVAN MADE A DISTINCT IMPRESSION UPON THE 
POPULATION AT LARGE. 

4. ALL POWER WENT OUT IN LUANDA SHORTLY AFTER 1700 HOURS LOCAL TIME 
ON JULY 15 AND REMAINED OPE UNTIL 1500 HOURS JULY 16. ALTHOUGH MANY 
DECIDED THE OUTAGE WAS THE RESULT OP SABOTAGE, IT SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN CAUSED BY LACK OP TECHNICAL PERSONNEL ON THE JOB. THE MAIN 
POWER LINE PROM THE HYDROELECTRIC PLANT HAD BEEN IN NEED OF 
MAINTENANCE AND BROKE DOWN A PEW DAYS AGO. THE ALTERNATE LINE TOOK 
OVER, BUT AS IT IS DESIGNED TO PUNCTION FOR ONLY A SHORT PERIOD, 

IT, TOO, BROKE DOWN IN SHORT ORDER WHEN CREWS WERE NOT PUT TO WORK TO 
REPAIR THE PROBLEM. 

5. DESPITE THE POWER OUTAGES GROUPS OP BLACKS AND WHITES WERE 
UP POR WORK ON THE SIXTEENTH. SOME BUSES WERE RUNNING AND CREWS 
WERE OUT PATCHING UP HOLES IN THE STREETS. LONG LINES OP BLACKS 
WERE OUTSIDE BAKERIES. POOD IS REACHING THE CITY, BUT SUPPLIES 
ARE VERY LIMITED. IP THE PRESENT CALM CONTINUES, STOCKS SHOULD 
REACH SAPE LEVELS WITHIN A PEW DAYS. MOST POODSTUPFS COME FROM 
THE CENTRAL REGIONS, WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN AFPECTED BY THE LATEST 
ROUND OP PIGHTING. 

6. PORT WORKERS SHOWED UP ON THE DOCKS THE MORNING OF THE SIXTEENTH, 
OPENED HATCHES, PREPARED CREWS SCHEDULINGS, ANNOUNCED THEY WERE ON 
STRIKE AND WENT HOME. NOBODY NOTICED. 

7. POUR COMPANIES OF FRESH PORTUGUESE SOLDIERS OP APPROXIMATELY 
160 MEN PER COMPANY ARRIVED IN LUANDA, TWO ON JULY 14 AND TWO ON 
THE PIPTEENTH. 

8. A REPORTED 3,000 BACONGO LEFT LUANDA FOR THE MOGTT JQ SH QT ON 
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A PREIGHTER. A SECOND SHIPLOAD OF 2,000 IS SCHEDULED TO 
EMBARK JULY 16. 

9. UNITA PRESIDENT JONAS SAVIMBI IS TALKING CONPIDENTLY IN THE 
SOUTH ABOUT UNITA'S PROSPECTS, BUT HIS CHIEP OP INPORMATION IN 
LUANDA SAID ON JULY 16 THAT UNITA NOW HAS THREE ALTERNATIVES, 

ONLY THE LAST OP WHICH IS VIABLE: FIGHT, RETURN TO THE BUSH, OR 
COOPERATE WITH MPLA. PNLA IS FINISHED AS A MAJOR PORCE AND MPLA 
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WILL NOT LONG ALLOW IT TO MAINTAIN HERE OR IN THE NORTH. THE 
MPLA OFFENSIVE IN LUANDA WAS TOO WELL PLANNED TO HAVE BEEN 
CONCEIVED BY THE MPLA MILITARY: NETO ALVES AND IKO CARRERA 
EXECUTED IT, BUT THE PLAN ITSELF WAS DEVISED BY A THIRD PARTY 
EITHER PORTUGUESE OFFICERS OR THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS. OTHER 
UNITA OFFICIAL TOLD ME A FEW DAYS AGO THAT THE PLANNING WAS DONE 
BY TWO PORTUGUESE ARMY OFFICERS, A MAJOR AND A CAPTAIN, WORKING 
THE HIGH COMMAND. THE UNITA INFORMATION CHIEF ADDED THAT THE 
MPLA STRATEGY WILL BE TO EXPAND ITS CONTROL OVER THE REST OF THE 
COUNTRY USING LUANDA AS BASE. 

10. A PORTUGUESE MILITARY SOURCE ALSO TOLD ME THAT THE MPLA 
OFFENSIVE IN LUANDA IS A TACTIC WITHOUT STRATEGY, THE TACTIC 
BEING THE REMOVAL OF FNLA FROM THE CITY AND THE STRATEGY BEING 
THE GRADUAL TAKEOVER OF THE COUNTRY. 
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